ABSTRACT

Female entrepreneurs make a substantial contribution to national SCODOTNES rouzt
their participation in start-ups and their growth in small and medium busmESSES. Lt
Nations (2006) stipulated that interests and activities in the economic growin amd
development especially in the area of Small and Micro Enterprise (SMEs) bave afiracied
outstanding interest of researchers and development agents. However, businesses 0wWned
by females do not grow to medium or large scale. This could be anribuied 10 many
challenges such as either lack of proper planning, improper financing or, poor buSImESS
management. The study was therefore set 10 establish the influence of sorepreo =it
profitability of small and medium scale female enterprises
Kenya. It is against this backdrop that this stody was undertaken.

study were to establish the relationship between the access of finance and profizzdriTy
entrepreneurship of SMEs owned by female entrepreneurs in Kisii town. Kisn county. ©
establish the relationship of training and education and profitability of SMEs owned by
female entrepreneurs in Kisii town, Kisii County, 1o assesS the infinence of recorc
keeping on profitability of SMEs owned by women entreprencurs in Kisii town. Kisun
County and to evaluate the effects of working capital management of the profitability of
SMEs owned by female entrepreneurs in Kisii town, Kisii County. The study adopeed co
relational survey design. The target population of the study was 577 famale respondents

A sample size of 85 female entrepreneurs was selected. Random sampling techmigue was
usedinthisstudy.DaﬁwascoHectednsingasmﬁ-mmedqu&mmm
interview guide. Statistics such as frequencies, percentages Were psed to presend
quandtaﬁvedmaConelaﬁonandregrwsionmalysiswasusedtowabﬁﬁbmh&
relationship and causality of the variables of the study. The study would be of use ©
female entrepreneurs and relevant stakeholders like policy makers in making uscful
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decisions regarding profitability management of SMEs. Generally, out of the 73
respondents who either responded yes or no to any of the categories in question. below
00% invested less sh. 15,000 and less in a capital range of sh. 500-900.000. About 59%
responded that their profit margins were either small or average. Over 21% had
undergone training, with a majority 78.2% having received mo training. Capatal
investment and profit margin rate were positively associated. The association was als0
significant at 1% level. Results also indicated that the profit margin rate and training

positively correlated and the correlation was established significant at 1% level Profn
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margin rate and record keeping were positively associated and the correlation significant
at 1% level. Equally, profit margin rate and keeping business money separately were
positively correlated though the association was not significant. The study concluded that
female entrepreneurs accessed and invested less Kshs. 15000. It was also conciudeC that
training was low among female entrepreneurs. Also, it was a conclusion that record
keeping was low among female entrepreneurs. The study recommended mcreasad
accessibility of finance to female entrepreneurs and training institutions should come uwp
with training programmes for female entrepreneurs. Working capital could be mme:i
by training female entreprencurs on basic accounting and financial managemen!
concepts. The recommendation for further research was that a similar study on :}} ame
thematic area should be undertaken in all the towns of Kisii County .
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