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Fary Ao Development (CDE) s ety the bakbone of formal ducaton
involvement in a child's educ&tion 1S cdnﬁ;i%f‘ nl(lm([)‘nS plobally henva mclusxye, v
‘hild's academic performance H()wéver .th. en ]y ‘(‘)und to be ‘posmyely. associated with a
what extent parents get illvolx;ed o lheir, ne:ieri]r?: )ee‘r;]}:jttlf: }1‘1ves§1gapon on how and to
this study was to ilwestigate the inﬂuenc?e olf)‘ adrytcl : rc]n s cducauon, The P pss o
literacy competencies among pre-primary chjldg:mr i Kenn: Therpecifs s
= PLALTLS & e y ¢ in Kenya. The specific objectives of the
>tudy WeLE o cxaulie e iniluence ot, hoiiie {0 schivol cominuiication, home paicniing
\gnvn'onment; parel}tal volunteering services; and home learning on the acquisition of
literacy competencies among preschoolers in Manga Sub-County, Nyamira County. The
study was based on the Overlapping Spheres of Influence theory proposed by Ei)stein.
utilizing Epstein’s theoretical lens on parental involvement. The study employed concurrent
trian gl_llatlon research design under a mixed-methods research approach. The units of
analysis for the study were 65 public primary schools comprising of 65 head teachers, 65
ECDE school lead teachers, 210 preschool parents, 210, preschool children, and 3 ECDE
divisional Coordinators. The study sample consisted of 20 head teachers, 136 preschool
o parents, 136 preschoolers, 65ECDE lead teachers, and 3 ECDE Divisional Coordinators.
The study employed Questionnaires, Interviews Schedule, and Focus Group Discussion for
Ante rallantinn Tha wvaliditsr AF tha sngtmymont was Amcrrad ke Aunart iAo ont whilsn thna
Udltd WLV LEURE. RN vmlu\u‘y Wi LRANS RRRORE LERREANARIL ¥V QO WwEIOLER WAL U‘y VAy\dll Juuslu\.un., Yyilkivw Lilw
reliability of the questionnaires was established by the test-retest method and an overall co-
efficient of 0.724 was attained. Besides, the internal consistency of the questionnaire was
ascertaiped throughCronbach’s alpha coefficient analysis, where an average alpha value of
0 811 was achieved. Quantitative data wereanalyzed using the Statistical Package for Social
Sciences (SPSS) version 22.0, using both descriptive and inferential statistics. Qualitative
data wereanalyzed using thematic analysis. Findings of the study revealed that generally, the
preschool parental involvement was either low or moderate in all the four aspects of parental
involvement; home parenting, home-school communication, volunteering services, and
learning at home.. However, the study showed that there was a statistically significant

_-positive association between all the four aspects of parental involvement and the acquisition
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(Adjustedj coefficient R2A=.264),’ home to school communication accounted for 223.9%
(Adjusted R?=.239), parental volunteering services accounted for 14.6% (Adjusted R™=.146)
and home learning accounted for 38.5% (Adjusted R?=385) of the variation in the
acquisition of basic literacy competencies. All the four aspects of parental involvement Were
significant predictors of the acquisition of basic literacy competencies among preschooliros;
As a whole, parental involvement through Epstein’s theoretical lens accounted .for 80.6%
(Adjusted R2=.806) of the variation in the acquisition of literacy competencies among
preschoolers. It was concluded that effective parental involvement through Epsteéifs 1S vna;
for basic literacy competencies acquisition. The study recommended the sensitizaliQn Od
preschool parents on the importance of involvement in their children's education. Itis EOW
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understanding of the present study.
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