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INSTRUCTIONS 

1. Answer question ONE (compulsory) and any other Two questions. 
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3. Candidates must hand in their answer booklet to the invigilator while in 

the examination room 
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QUESTION ONE (20 MARKS) 

a) Define the following terms 

i. Computer         (2mks) 

ii. Computer System        (2mks) 

iii. Data          (1mks) 

iv. Information         (1mk) 

b) Explain two advantages and two disadvantages of computer  (4mks) 

c) Explain the booting process        (4mks) 

d) Differentiate between Virus and Vaccine     (4mks) 

e) Explain two  ways of protecting data from a virus    (4mks) 

f) State the unit of measuring memory capacity of a computer  (1mk) 

g)  State the technologies used in the following computer generations. 

i. First Generation        (1mk) 

ii. Second Generation       (1mk) 

iii. Fifth Generation       (1mk) 

I) Explain two areas where computers are used     (4mks) 

QUESTION TWO (20 MARKS) 

a) Define operating system(OS)       (2mks) 

b) Differentiate between Kernel and Shell     (2mks) 

c) Explain four types of Operating Systems(OS)    (8mks) 

d) Explain three functions of Operating System     (6mks) 

e) State two examples of Operating System     (2mks) 

QUESTION THREE (20 MARKS) 

a) Explain two components of Central Processing Unit    (4mks) 

b) Differentiate between compiler and interpreter    (4mks) 

c) State two reasons why computer uses binary numbers   (2mks) 

d) Differentiate between a file and a directory     (4mks) 

e) Explain three features of Windows Desktop     (6mks) 

      QUESTION FOUR (20 MARKS) 

a) Differentiate the following number systems 

i. Binary Number and Octal number     (2mks) 

ii. Decimal number and Hexadecimal Number    (2mks) 

b) Calculate the number to Decimal equivalent  

i. 10102         (3mks) 

ii. 125708         (3mks) 

iii. 19FDE16         (3mks) 

c) Explain the following Coding Schemes 

i. BCD         (1mk) 

ii. ASCII         (1mk) 

iii. EBCDIC         (2mks) 

d) Convert  778 to binary number       (3mks) 



 

3 
 

 

QUESTION FIVE (20 MARKS) 

a. Describe data processing cycle       (6mks) 

b. Define web browser         (2mks) 

c. State two functions of web browser       (2mks) 

d. Define URL           (2mks) 

e. Explain the classification of computers according to Size and Processors  (8mks) 

 

 


