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Instructions:

1. Answer ALL questions in section A and ANY other 2 Questions in section B.
2.  Candidates are advised not to write on question paper.
3. Candidates must hand in their answer booklets to the invigilator while in the examination room.


SECTION A: ANSWER ALL QUESTIONS (30 MARKS)

1. Define the following terms (5 Marks)
a. Heifer
b. Calving interval
c. Steaming up
d. Flushing
e. Lactation period
2. Briefly outline the history of dairy cattle in Kenya (4 Marks)
3. State the importance of dairy farming to a farmer in Kenya (4 Marks)
4. Name three economic constraints of dairy farming (3 Marks)
5. Differentiate between Friesian and Ayrshire breeds of dairy cattle (4 Marks)
6. Name five traits of economic importance in breeding dairy cattle (3 Marks)
7. As an animal scientist deployed in your subcounty, what factors would you advise a farmer to consider before selecting an appropriate production system. Name (4 Marks)
8. Briefly discuss practical feeding in lactating animals (3 Marks)


SECTION B. ANSWER ANY TWO QUESTIONS (40 MARKS)
9. Johnson a farmer has contracted you to run his dairy unit, explain how you will plan for the following (20 Marks)
a. Calf feeding and management
b. On farm feed formulation
c. Feeding lactating animals
d. Drought feeding strategies
10. As a farm manager, briefly explain how you will carry out the following (20 Marks)
a. Genetic improvement of the herd
b. Herd records
c. Identification and management of the herd
d. Routine management of the herd
11. Briefly Discuss the following dairy cattle breeds (20 Marks)
a. Friesian
b. Ayrshire
c. Jersey
d. Guernsey
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