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DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL STUDIES
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TIME: 2 HOURS
____________________________________________________________________________
INSTRUCTIONS
1. Answer question 1 (COMPULSORY) and any other two questions.
1. Candidates are advised not to write on the question paper.
1. Candidates must and in their answer booklets to the invigilator while in the examination room.
1. Use illustrations where applicable.
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1.(a) Elaborate on the process of  the flow of energy from the sun through the atmosphere to the Earth’s surface.   
                                                                                                                                          (12 marks)
(b) Explain why weathering is regarded as an equilibrium process.                                   (8marks)
(c) Discuss the view that anthropogenic activities are to blame for climate change.       (10 marks)

2. (a) With illustrations, describe the movement of water through the hydrological cycle. 
                                                                                                                                           (10marks)
(b) Discuss the potential socio-economic and environmental impacts of ground water abstraction.  
                                                                                                                                          (10 marks)
3. Explain the concept of ecosystem and discuss the effects of human induced pressure on fresh water ecosystems.                                                                                                             (20 marks)

4. Write concise notes on the following:
(a) Sea breeze                                                                                                                      (5marks)
(b) Solifluction                                                                                                                     (5marks)
(c) Atmospheric stability                                                                                                     (5marks)
(c) Horton’s overland overflow                                                                                           (5marks)

5. Examine the causes of desertification in the ASALs of Kenya and give possible solutions for the same.  
                                                                                                                                           (20marks)
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