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INTRODUCTIONS:

1. Answer Question 1 (Compulsory) and any other TWO questions.

2. Candidates are advised not write on the question paper.

3. Candidates must hand in their answer booklets to the invigilator while in the
examination room.



(a). Discuss the three characteristic features of prophecy in Israel during the literary
period (10 marks).

(b). Distinguish with examples between the professional prophets and vocational
prophets as found in the Hebrew Bible (20 marks).

. Compare and contrast the Wisdom Literature among the Hebrews and that found
among their neighbors (20 marks).

. Isaiah is referred to as the “Master Prophet”. Discuss this statement making special
reference to the life and ministry of Prophet Isaiah (20 marks).
. The word Psalm means “sacred songs”. Explain three types of songs found in the

Book of Psalms (20 marks).

Discuss the significance of King Solomon in the development of the Wisdom
Movement in Israel (20 marks).
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Course Purpose
To introduce students to the study of bible as word of God and human literature.
Expected Learning Outcomes: By the end of the semester the learner should be able to:

1) Define the biblical parameters in the context of the Hebrew and Hellenistic history
and be able to relate its socio-economic, political, cultural and religious significance
to the African context.

2) State the origins, purpose, evolution, and historical development of the Hebrew
Prophecy and Wisdom Literature.

3) Interpret key biblical texts from the sociological and cultural points of view of the
time, as human literature that conveys the word of God.

4) Discuss the relevance of studying the biblical texts relay their meaning to the unique
situations of modern readers here and now.

Course Content

Part One: Place of Prophecy in the development of Judaism:

Background of Prophecy: Spirit possession, cultic prophets, prophets and politics, prophetic
symbolic actions; function of Prophets in Israel; exegesis of Major prophets: Elijah, Isaiah,
Jeremiah, Ezekiel; life and message of prophets of Social Justice: Amos, Micah, Hosea.

Part Two: Place of Wisdom Literature in the development of Judaism:

Uniqueness of Wisdom Literature, Foreign Influence, Wisdom and the Law, Psalms as
Wisdom Literature, Proverbs as Wisdom Literature, Wisdom as a Woman, The Book of Job,
The Book of Ecclesiastes (Qoheleth), The Book of Sirach.

Mode of Delivery: Lectures, Class discussions, Presentations, Term papers and Field trip.
Instructional Materials: Handouts, textbooks, lecture notes, library.

Course Assessment:
Examination 70%
Continuous Assessment Tests 30%
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Total 100%
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